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MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
New Acland Coal Community Reference Group 
  
Date: 9 June 2026 
Time: 6.00pm to 7:25pm 
Location: Oakey RSL 
Member Attendees: Graham Cooke – Committee Chair 

Lindsay Evans 
Maree Scheuerle 
Jenny Riethmuller 
Sonia Hornery 
Robert Campbell 
Graham Turner 

New Acland Coal 
(NAC) 
Representatives: 

Ben Day (HR and Community Manager) 
Luke Wilkie (Maintenance Manager) 
Rebecca Meacham (Community and Landholder Superintendent) 
Melanie Williamson (Community Liaison Officer) 

Apologies Andrew Langton 
Haley Darr 
Jodie Collins 
Matt Boyd 

Agenda item Discussion 

Chairperson 
welcome 

• Chairperson welcomed members to the meeting of the reference group. 

Acknowledgement  • Chairperson acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the land and 
recognised their ongoing connection to land, waters and community. 

Adoption of 
Minutes  

• Chairperson asked for minutes from Tuesday 21 April 2026 to be passed as 
true and correct. 

• Moved by Graham Turner, Seconded Ben Day and agreed by all present. 

NAC Update – Luke 
Wilkie 

• HR & Community Manager welcomed and introduced Maintenance Manager, 
Luke Wilkie to the meeting. 

• HR & Community Manager has confirmed that a site-based guest will be 
invited to attend future CRG meetings. This will provide CRG members with 
the opportunity to hear from and ask questions of representatives from across 
all areas of New Acland Mine. 
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• Luke provided an overview of the NAC Maintenance Department, including 
fleet management, maintenance scheduling, staffing, local procurement and 
future equipment requirements. 

NAC Update • An update on site safety performance was provided. 
• Workforce is currently sitting at approximately 320 employees. 
• Recruitment is underway for experienced and new-to-industry operators to 

support future operations. 
• NAC continues to work with relevant rail providers regarding future rail 

capacity. 
• The Jondaryan-Muldu Road realignment works are progressing. Construction 

will be ongoing for approximately six months. 
• An update was provided on NAC’s ongoing feral animal management 

program, including recent control activities and further activities planned for 
later in the year. 

• Production is progressing in accordance with current operational plans. 
• Rail logistics and capacity continue to be monitored, with NAC working with 

relevant stakeholders to support efficient product movements. 
• An update on production planning for the winter period was provided. 

Update from 
Community Groups 

• Member shared the community excitement regarding the funding support for 
the Jondaryan State School Hall project. 

• Member shared information on the Oakey Beef Challenge, a fundraiser to 
support the local Chaplain working at Oakey State High School and Oakey 
State Primary School. 

• Member shared the positive community response to the Oakey Chamber of 
Commerce meeting which included the TRC Councillors. 

• Member shared discussions at the Oakey Chamber of Commerce meeting 
regarding a town plan for Oakey, including priorities and land development. 

• Member shared with the recent bank closures, Pittsworth are considering a 
community bus based on local needs, similar to the Oakey service. 

• Member shared the recent line marking works on Jondaryan-Muldu Road have 
improved the safety of the road. 

• Member shared Goombungee Jacaranda Day planning is underway. 
• Member shared that the PCYC Movie Night, Dads and Kids, was a success. 
• Member shared Kulpi State School has good student numbers and are very 

active. 
• Member shared the Kulpi Hall held a defibrillator refresher course, with 

community from school age to 90 years in attendance. 
• Member shared the Kulpi Hall is busy with activities and looking for 

sponsorships to support upcoming fundraisers. 
• Member shared the Quinalow State School 125year celebration was a 

success, with between 300-350 people attending. 
• Member shared drop-in sessions to be held in Maclagan for bushfire 

preparedness. 
• Member shared an event at the Maclagan Hall on the 19 September – A Trip 

Down Memory Lane. 
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• Member shared capital works being done for Quinalow Tennis Courts and a 
dog park in Crows Nest. 

• Members were reminded to report discarded needles identified in public 
places to Toowoomba Regional Council Customer Service. 

• Member shared the renaming of the Cory Street Park in Oakey to the Geoff 
Dickens Park. 

JCCC Update • JCCC comprises of 6 members from various stakeholder groups including, 
Tourism and Heritage, Emergency Services, Education, Agriculture, 
Environmental groups and local business. 

• The meetings have been successful with members providing constructive 
input, including feedback regarding the line marking along Jondaryan-Muldu 
Road. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 11 August 2026 at the Oakey RSL 6:00pm 

 


