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knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction
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compliance report is true and correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to
this declaration and that I have no knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making

this declaration.

Signed Michael Law
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1. INTRODUCTION

New Acland Coal Pty Ltd (NAC) currently operates the NAC Mine as a 5.2 million tonne
(product coal) per annum (Mtpa) open cut coal mine on Mining Lease (ML) 50170 and ML
50216. The NAC Mine is subject to the Environmental Authority (EA) EPML00335713, which
became effective on 26 August 2022 to incorporate the granting of Mining Leases 50232 and
ML700002. The granting of MLs 50232 and 700002 and amendment of the Environmental
Authority approves the NAC mine to extract coal at a rate of up to 7.5 Mtpa.

This report has been prepared in accordance with the Annual Report Guidelines (Department of
Environment, 204) to address the requirement of EPBC 2007/3423 Condition 22, which states
that:

Within three months of every 12 month anniversary of the commencement of the action, the
approval holder must publish a report on its website addressing compliance with each of the
conditions of this approval. Documentary evidence providing proof of the date of publication
must be provided to the Department at the same time as the compliance report is published.
Reports must remain on the approval holder's website for the duration of this approval.
Following completion of the action, the approval holder may seek the written agreement of
the Minister to cease preparing and publishing compliance reports as required by this
condition.

The reporting period for the Annual Compliance Report is from the project commencement 1st
May 2023 to the 30t April 2024.

The reporting period is based on the action commencement date of 15t May 2023, at which time
disturbance activities associated with the Stage 3 action commenced in Manning vale East.

2. DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES
An overview of EPBC 2007/3423 project details is outlined in Table 1.

Table 1 EPBC 2007/3423 Project Details

EPBC Number EPBC 2007 / 343

Project Name Stage 3 Expansion of New Acland Coal Mine, Queensland
Approval Holder New Acland Coal Pty Ltd

Approved Action Stage 3 expansion of an existing coal mine by New Acland Coal Pty

Ltd on Mineral Development Lease 244

Location of the Project | Darling Downs in Southern Queensland, approximately 35km
north-north-west of Toowoomba

Reporting Period 1/05/2023 — 30/04/2024

Date of Report 31/07/2024

The EPBC 2007/3423 controlled action area is shown in Figure 1.
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The key components of the Project (Figure 1) include:

e The continuation of mining on ML50232 in three new pits, namely the Manning Vale
West, Manning Vale East and Willeroo pits;

e Construction of a new eight kilometre long rail spur line and balloon line within
MLA700002 (infrastructure) from Jondaryan onto MLA50232;

e Construction of a new Train Load-out Facility within MLA50232; and

¢ Decommissioning of the Applicant’s existing Jondaryan Rail Load-out Facility.
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3. DETAILS OF COMPLIANCE WITH APPROVAL CONDITIONS

NAC’s compliance status with EPBC 2007/3423 is outlined in Table 2.

Table 2 EPBC 2007/3423 Condition Compliance Status

g‘::gll)té:n Condition gz(r)li(;:i;ance Status Evidence / Comments
1 The approval holder must not take the proposed action outside the Compliant Ground Disturbance Permit (GDP) system ensures no
project area. action occurs outside approved project boundaries
The approval holder must not clear more than 70.8 hectares of Compliant Minimal area cleared in first 12 months of operation.
Belson's Panic (Homopholis belsonii) from the project area. Ground Disturbance Permit (GDP) system ensures
5 disturbance of Belson’s Panic is kept to a minimum and
does not occur without previous approval and further
controls (e.g., protected plant permit) from the
Environment Department.
3 The approval holder must provide environmental offsets for the Compliant Mountain Coolabah Offset and the Lagoon Creek Offset
impact to 70.8 hectares of Belson's Panic (Homopholis belsonii). areas have been secured and established.
The approval holder must prepare and submit an Offset Management | Compliant New Acland Stage 3 — Commonwealth EPBC Act Offset
Plan for the written approval of the Minister. The action must not Management Plan was approved in late 2019 addressing
commence until the Offset Management Plan has been approved by all points in Condition 4.
the Minister in writing. The approved Offset Management Plan must
be implemented. The Offset Management Plan must include:
i. a survey and description of the current condition (before any
management activities) of each offset area proposed, including
existing vegetation (the baseline condition). This must include a
shapefile of each offset property boundary;
ii. information about how the offset areas provide connectivity with
4 other relevant habitats and biodiversity corridors, including a map

depicting the offset areas in relation to other habitats and
biodiversity corridors;

iii. performance and completion criteria for evaluating the
management of the offset area, and criteria for triggering remedial
action (if necessary), including any impacts to the offset area/s
associated with altered hydrogeology as a result of the action;

iv. a description of the management measures that will be
implemented for the protection of Belson's Panic, including a
discussion of how measures outlined take into account the approved
conservation advice for Homopholis belsonii;

v. a program to monitor and report on the effectiveness of these
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g‘::lill)t;:n Condition ggxﬂ?ﬁance Status Evidence / Comments
measures, and progress against the performance and completion
criteria;
vi. a description of potential risks to the successful implementation of
the plan, and a description of the contingency measures that would
be implemented to mitigate against these risks;
vii. a timeline for when actions identified in the Offset Management
Plan will be implemented for the offset area/s; and viii. the proposed
legal mechanism for securing the offset area/so
The approval holder must register and legally secure, in accordance PaI’tially Delays in the legal process during the reporting period
with Queensland Ieglslatlon, offsets for authorised unavoidable Compliant delayed the Submission Of documentation to register
5 |mpact§ to Belson's Panic within two years of the commencement of and legally secure the offset areas. Submission will
the action. occur before July 30 2024.
The approval holder must ensure that environmental offsets comply Comp]iant The Commonwealth Approva] triggered Imposed
with the principles of the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy Condition 13 of the Coordinator General’s
(2012). Evaluation Report required NAC to provide an
Environmental Offset Strategy (EOS)
6 to the Coordinator-General for approval within 60 days.
In order to satisfy this condition, an
EOS was provided to the Coordinator-General on 15
March 2017. The EOS addresses the principles of the
EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy (2012).
If additional areas of EPBC Act listed threatened species not Compliant No additional EPBC Act listed threatened species
previously identified and reported to the Department are found in identified in the reporting period.
the project area during pre-clearance surveys required for the
Environmental Authority issued for the project under the
Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld), the approval holder must:
7 i. notify the Department within five business days of finding the EPBC
Act listed threatened species;
ii. submit to the Minister for written approval a Species Management
Plan (SMP) for how impacts to EPBC Act listed threatened species will
be avoided, mitigated and offset if a significant impact is considered
likely.
The approval holder must not commence the action until the SMP, if | Not Applicable No additional EPBC Act listed threatened species
8 required, has been approved by the Minister in writing. The approval identified in Condition 7
holder must implement the approved SMP
The approval holder must undertake management and monitoring of Compliant NEW Acland Coal operates under Qld Department
9 water resources in accordance with:

i. the Environmental Authority issued for the project under the

Environment Science & Innovation approved Surface
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Condition
Number

Condition

Project
Compliance Status

Evidence / Comments

Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld); and

ii. the requirements of any conditions regarding groundwater to be
imposed by the authority responsible for administering the Water Act
2000 (Qld).

Water Management and Groundwater Management
Plans.

10

The approval holder must submit the Receiving Environment
Monitoring Plan (REMP) to the Minister for written approval. Mining
activities must not commence until the REMP has been approved by
the Minister in writing. The approval holder must implement the
approved REMP.

Compliant

EPBC 2007/3423: Receiving Environment Monitoring
Plan for New Acland Mine approval received 23 August
2019

11

In addition to the requirements for an REMP as identified in an
Environmental Authority issued for the project under the
Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld), the approval holder must:
i. identify the location of all discharge points and include monitoring
locations downstream of each discharge point and environmental
dams;

ii. identify the locations of all sampling points and review these for
adequacy to ensure these are representative of upstream,
downstream, control and reference sites;

iii. include field observations such as weather and flow conditions
during each sampling event;

iv. increase the frequency of sampling and expand the range of
analytes (e.g. metals, nutrients, ionic composition and polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons) to be sampled at each sampling event;

v. use Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation
Council (ANZECC) water quality guidelines for 95 per cent species
protection in slightly to moderately disturbed systems until such time
as site-specific water quality objectives can be derived based on data
gathered during at least the first two years of the project;

vi. include measures to report and verify any exceedance of triggers
to the Department;

vii. include mitigation and management measures to be implemented
in the event a threshold is exceeded;

viii. include additional flow gauges on Spring Creek, including
automatic samplers to collect water samples during first flush and
high flow events; and

ix. address all the surface water management measures outlined in
the IESC advice.

Compliant/Partial
Compliance

NEW Acland Coal operates under Qld Department
Environment Science & Innovation an approved Surface
Water Management Plan addressing conditions
highlighted in Condition 11 except viii.

Delays in the landholder consent process to install a
flow gauge on Spring Creek as per Condition 11-viii has
delayed Spring Creek gauging station till mid July 2024.

12

The approval holder must submit a Groundwater Management and
Monitoring Plan (GMMP) to the Minister for written approval. Mining
activities must not commence until the GMMP has been approved by

Compliant

The NAC GMMP was approved by the Minister in a
letter to NAC on the 26t November 2020
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Condition
Number

Condition

Project
Compliance Status

Evidence / Comments

the Minister in writing. The approval holder must implement the
approved GMMP.

13

The GMMP must include:

i. details of a groundwater monitoring network to measure impacts to
groundwater quality and drawdown as a result of the action,
including:

a. control monitoring sites;

b. details of the physical groundwater conditions, analytes,
contaminants and physico-chemical properties to be monitored;

c. sufficient bores to determine the lateral extent of groundwater
drawdown and flow direction and monitor potential impacts on
groundwater resources and the effect of faulting on groundwater
drawdown; and

d. a rationale for the design of the monitoring network with respect
to the nature of potential impacts;

ii. baseline monitoring to determine existing groundwater quality
within the 'project area, particularly adjacent to the location of the
proposed pits;

iii. baseline monitoring data including a detailed bore census and
investigation of bores in the area likely to be impacted;

iv. details of the location of monitoring bores to use as early warning
indicators of groundwater drawdown propagation;

v. threshold triggers for early warning monitoring bores based on
modelled impacts to water resources;

vi. groundwater drawdown limits for impacts to the Oakey Creek
Alluvium and Tertiary Basalt Aquifers;

vii. measures and timeframes to report and verify any exceedance of
threshold triggers or drawdown limits to the Department;

viii. a process to submit additional mitigation measures including a
review of the appropriateness of the existing threshold triggers to the
Department for approval in the event a threshold trigger is exceeded;
ix. an outline of the proposed methodology to assess groundwater
connectivity between each hydrogeological unit using nested bore
arrays;

X. mechanisms for addressing the impacts of the action to
groundwater resources, including details of measures for impacts to
water bores and offsets for the Oakey Creek Alluvium and Tertiary
Basalt Aquifers;

xi. a timeframe for when the measures and offsets for impacts to

Compliant

The approved NAC GMMP 2020 addresses all aspects of
Condition 13.
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Condition
Number

Condition

Project
Compliance Status

Evidence / Comments

groundwater resources will be implemented;

xii. a timeframe for a regular review of the GMMP in accordance with
the requirements of the conditions to be imposed by the authority
responsible for administering the Water Act 2000, and subsequent
updates of the GMMP, including to incorporate the outcomes of the
groundwater model reviews (condition 16 of this notice); and

xiii. address the groundwater management measures outlined in the
IESC advice.

13A

If monitoring reports, based on threshold triggers for early warning
monitoring bores, indicate that a groundwater drawdown limit will be
substantially exceeded, the Minister may:

i. require the approval holder to suspend mining operations; or

ii. suspend or revoke an approval under section 144 and section 145
of the EPBC Act

To avoid any doubt, this condition does not limit the application of
section 144 or section 145 of the EPBC Act, if the Minister believes
that the action will have a significant impact that was not identified in
assessing the action

Not Applicable

No threshold triggers for early warning monitoring
bores were exceeded during the reporting period.

14

The Minister may submit the GMMP to the Independent Expert
Scientific Committee on Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal Mining
Development (IESC) or other independent expert for review before
making a decision on whether to approve it under condition 12.

Not Applicable

The NAC GMMP was approved by the Minister in a
letter to NAC on the 26t November 2020

15

The GMMP, including any revisions of the GMMP, must be peer
reviewed by a suitably qualified expert before the GMMP is
submitted for approval. A peer review must be submitted to the
Minister together with the GMMP and a statement from the suitably
qualified expert stating that they carried out the peer review and
accept the findings and the content of the GMMP.

Compliant

The NAC GMMP was approved by the Minister in a
letter to NAC on the 26th November 2020. The GMMP
was not reviewed in the reporting period.

16

The approval holder must undertake groundwater model reviews in
accordance with the requirements of the conditions imposed by the
Queensland Coordinator-General under section 54B of the State
Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971. The reviews
must address all matters raised in the December 2015 and 2016 IESC
advice in regards to groundwater modelling. In addition, groundwater
model reviews must be undertaken by a suitably qualified expert and
must include:

i. validation of the existence and nature of faulting and its potential
effect on the predicted lateral extent of groundwater drawdown;

ii. updated groundwater resource user abstraction data;

Not Applicable

Queensland Coordinator-General Imposed Condition 12
on groundwater model reviews states,

‘The review must be conducted within 2 years of
commencement of any mining activities associated
with any mine box cut excavation for the project and at
least every 3 years thereafter, or at other intervals
specified by the administering authority for the Water
Act 2000 in writing, if the observed groundwater levels
are not
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Condition
Number

Condition

Project
Compliance Status

Evidence / Comments

iii. a review of predicted volumetric impacts to a groundwater
resource; and

iv. ongoing model evaluation including comparison between
observed and modelled heads for each formation, across pre-mining,
operations, post- mining and long term phases.

consistent with those predicted by the latest version of
the groundwater model’

No groundwater model reviews fell within this report
period.

17

The approval holder must make groundwater monitoring and
modelling data available to the Department and Queensland
Government authorities (if requested) for inclusion in any cumulative
impact assessment, regional water balance model and/or bioregional
assessment.

Compliant

Groundwater monitoring data was submitted to DESI
upon request during the reporting period.

18

Within six years of commencement, the approval holder must
prepare and submit a Final Land Use and Rehabilitation Plan to the
Minister for written approval. The Final Land Use and Rehabilitation
Plan must include:

i. revised predictions of final void water levels for each proposed pit
using pit lake water balance models in conjunction with the
groundwater model;

ii. pit lake water balance models based on inflow data gathered
during mining;

iii. long-term contaminant (e.g. metals and salinity) modelling within
pit lakes of each final void;

iv. a monitoring network suitable to identify any contaminant
seepage from the final voids;

v. final void geometries which will be implemented to minimise the
risk of voids becoming contaminated or saline water sources or
through-flow systems to the surrounding environment;

vi. incorporation of climate and rainfall variability into the assessment
and management of final voids;

vii. a schedule for regular update and review of the Final Land Use
Rehabilitation Plan.

viii. identify the timeframe in which rehabilitation works will be
completed; and

ix. addressing the final landform and void management measures
outlined in the IESC advice.

Not Applicable

Does not fall within this report time frame

19

The approved Final Land Use and Rehabilitation Plan must be
implemented.

Note: The approval holder may align a plan required under these
conditions with the requirements of the Queensland Government, as

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered
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Condition
Number

Condition

Project
Compliance Status

Evidence / Comments

long as the relevant matters under the conditions of this approval are
clearly and adequately addressed.

20

Within 30 days after the commencement of the action, the approval
holder must advise the Department in writing of the actual date of
commencement.

Compliant

Project commencement date of 15t May 2023 was
notified to all Queensland and Federal departments.

21

The approval holder must maintain accurate records substantiating
all activities associated with or relevant to the conditions of approval,
including measures taken to implement the management plans
required by this approval, and make them available upon request to
the Department. Such records may be subject to audit by the
Department or an independent auditor in accordance with section
458 of the EPBC Act, or used to verify compliance with the conditions
of approval. Summaries of audits will be posted on the Department's
website. The results of audits may also be publicised through the
general media.

Compliant

Records substantiating all activities associated with or
relevant to the conditions of approval are held and
maintained in NAC internal databases.

22

Within three months of every 12 month anniversary of the
commencement of the action, the approval holder must publish a
report on its website addressing compliance with each of the
conditions of this approval. Documentary evidence providing proof of
the date of publication must be provided to the Department at the
same time as the compliance report is published. Reports must
remain on the approval holder's website for the duration of this
approval. Following completion of the action, the approval holder
may seek the written agreement of the Minister to cease preparing
and publishing compliance reports as required by this condition.

Not Applicable

This is the first report in compliance with this condition.
Project commencement date of 1st May 2023, report
due 31 July 2024

24

Upon the direction of the Minister, the approval holder must ensure
that an independent audit of compliance with the conditions of
approval is conducted and a report submitted to the Minister. The
audit must not commence unless and until the Minister has approved
the independent auditor and audit criteria. The audit report must
address the criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister.

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered

25

The approval holder may choose to revise a plan approved by the
Minister under conditions 4, 7 and 9 without submitting it for
approval under section 143A of the EPBC Act, if the taking of the
action in accordance with the revised plan would not be likely to have
a new or increased impact. If the approval holder makes this choice
they must:

i. notify the Department in writing that the approved plan has been

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered, no plans reviewed within the
reporting period.
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Condition
Number

Condition

Project
Compliance Status

Evidence / Comments

revised and provide the Department with an electronic copy of the
revised plan;

ii. implement the revised plan from the date that the plan is
submitted to the Department; and

iii. for the life of this approval, maintain a record of the reasons the
approval holder considers that taking the action in accordance with
the revised plan would not be likely to have a new or increased
impact.

26

The approval holder may revoke its choice under condition 25 at any
time by notice to the Department. If the approval holder revokes the
choice to implement a revised plan without approval under section
143A of the EPBC Act, the approval holder must implement the
version of the plan most recently approved by the Minister.

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered

26A

Condition 26 does not apply if the revisions to the approved plan
include changes to environmental offsets provided under the plan in
relation to a matter protected by a controlling provision for the
action, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Minister. This does
not otherwise limit the circumstances in which the taking of the
action in accordance with a revised plan would, or would not, be
likely to have new or increased impacts.

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered

26B

If the Minister gives a notice to the approval holder that the Minister
is satisfied that the taking of the action in accordance with the
revised plan would be likely to have a new or increased impact, then:
i. condition 26 does not apply, or ceases to apply, in relation to the
revised plan; and

ii. the approval holder must implement the version of the plan most
recently approved by the Minister.

To avoid any doubt, this condition does not affect any operation of
conditions 26 and 26A in the period before the day after the notice is
given.

At the time of giving a notice under condition 26, the Minister may
also notify that for a specified period of time condition 26 does not
apply for one or more specified plans required under the approval

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered

26C

Conditions 26, 26A, 26B and 26C are not intended to limit the
operation of section 143A of the EPBC Act which allows the approval
holder to submit a revised plan to the Minister for approval.

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered

27

If, at any time after five years from the date of this approval, the
approval holder has not commenced the action, then the approval

Not Applicable

Condition not triggered. Commencement of action
started 15t May 2023
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Condition 9 Project .
Number Condition Orprrslbries S Evidence / Comments
holder must not commence the action without the written
agreement of the Minister.
Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the approval Compliant All management plans referred to in these conditions of
holder must publish all management plans referred to in these approval are available on the New Hope website General
78 conditions of approval on its website. Each management plan must reporting page.

be published on the website within one month of being approved by
the Minister or updated and remain available on that website for the
life of the approval.

https://newhopegroup.com.au/general-reportin,
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4. NEW ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS

NAC identified a potential environmental risk with an accumulation of surplus water. An
Environmental Authority amendment was submitted and approved by Department of
Environment, Science and Innovation (DESI).

The rationalisation behind the EA Amendment refers to the ability of off-lease users to
beneficially reuse mine affected water, and reverse osmosis treated water during periods of
water surplus at the New Acland Mine. Specifically, the water usage would be for agricultural or
industrial purposes, if the proposed quality criteria is realised. The transfer of water will be
subject to third party agreement between the water user and NAC.

Historically, NAC has operated under the premise of retaining water for use onsite during
periods of dry weather. The premise behind this was to maintain enough water for coal
washing, and other water use onsite (dust suppression). The opportunity has presented as NAC
is currently holding surplus water resulting from both a decrease in water usage as a result of
operational status (care and maintenance), and multiple above average rain seasons during
preceding years. The holding of excess water will impact the future mining operation if not
managed effectively into the future. NAC has enacted the following to assist with reduction of
water;

e Reverse Osmosis discharge ability.
e Use of evaporators
e General water use — dust suppression, coal washing and other industrial usage on-lease

The transfer of water to off-lease users allow the use of a resource that may have otherwise be
destructed (i.e. evaporators), thus providing for benefit during periods where water resources
are limited.

Additionally, as Fire Ants (Solenopsis invicta) were found at the Oakey Army Aviation Centre in
April 2024, a fire ant biosecurity zone has now been established and applies to NAC’s
neighbouring area. NAC has proactively developed a training unit for staff members, including
Acland Pastoral Company (APC) and to date, 24 staff members have completed the Fire Ants
Training for Workplaces and been certified. NAC will also consider baiting if deemed necessary
to contribute in the efforts to deter such invasive pest and protect its surrounding ecosystem
and biodiversity.

5. OTHER INFORMATION
Lagoon Creek Crossing (LCC)

To support the Stage 3 extension, and in particular, the operation of Willeroo open cut pit, a
new haul road has been constructed, crossing Lagoon Creek just downstream of the Acland-
Silverleigh Road. The proposed haul road will be the sole route for transport of spoil and coal
from the Willeroo Pit, using CAT 793F as the design vehicle. It will have an operating life of at
least 15 years and it is considered a Primary Haul Road.
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Figure 2 — Locality Plan

Figure 3 — LCC Design Schematics
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Figure 4 — LCC Final Form
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