
 

  

BENGALLA MINE 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting No. 153 

Location:    Bengalla Mining Company Boardroom  

Date:     Wednesday 25 February 2026 

Present:   

Name  Affiliation    

Malcolm Ogg (MO) CCC Chairperson 

Jonathan Moore (JM) CCC Member 

Llewellyn Bates (LB) CCC Member 

Dee-Anne Douglas (DD) CCC Member via teams 

Theresa Folpp (TF) Muswellbrook Shire Council  

Louise Dunn (LD) Muswellbrook Shire Council   

Cam Halfpenny (CH) Bengalla Mining Company Pty Ltd (BMC) (General Manager) 

Glenn Meyn (GM) BMC (Mine Manager) 

John Campbell (JC) BMC (Technical Services Manager) 

Mark Molan (MM) BMC (Growth and Projects Superintendent) Guest presenter 

Fiona Hartin (FH)  BMC (Community Relations Specialist and PA to the General 

Manager) (minute/note taker)  

 

 

Meeting opened: 3.05pm.  

 

1. APOLOGIES: David Hartley,  

 

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: Nil 

 

3. SAFETY SHARE 

 

[GM] shared Motor Vehicle Incident Thomas Mitchell Drive and unauthorized site visit.  

 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

November Minutes Moved by: [LB] seconded by: [CH] 

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LIST 

 

Action 1. 

Provide LB Blast results for 9 August and 11 October 2025 

Complete. 

 

Action 2.  

Present video on blasting February 26 Meeting 

Complete.  

 

Action 3.  

Catchup with LB regarding cracking to home 
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Complete.  

 

Action 4. 

Follow up on slide PM10 Constable residence data 

Complete.  

 

Action 5. 

Provide further detail on the design of BLR- Presentation given.  

Complete.  

 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Pre-meeting Summary Papers, Agenda, Draft Minutes and Newsletter, given to the CCC members.  

 

09.12.2025 Email HF to CCC Members Modification 8 Update 

 

05.02.2026 Email HF to LB Blasting results August and October 2025 

 

7. REPORTS FROM CCC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Report from [JM]:  

 

• 2 new sheds are being built which is good news. One for hay and one for machinery 

which looks great. Are the workers that are building them local? Yes, from Newcastle 

and they supply the materials as well.  

• Putting plastic in a dam that is being built is this normal practice? [MM] It is a poly liner 

to reduce the potential for seepage. The dam will hold mine water and it is in a managed 

mine water catchment. It is to reduce/eliminate seepage.  

 

           Report from [LB]: 

 

• The drill rig near my property, have you got any results regarding ground water? And 

how deep are they? We can follow up and provide this information. How long will 

they be drilling there? Should be completed at the end of the week.  

•  How long will they be drilling there? [HF] Be wrapped up by the end of the week.  

            

 

8. BENGALLA OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 

22-week plan shown. Increased activity throughout the second half of this year. Western 

Diversion Levee update given. It is almost complete.  Presentation given on plans for 

realignment of Bengalla Link Road.  

 

9. LAND MANAGEMENT 

 

SSD- 5170 conceptual final landform for BMC. BMC has a big second half of the year planned. 

Bengalla was recently granted an exploration lease to the west.  

 

Rehab- 19ha of new rehab was shaped in 2025 and will be topsoiled and seeded in 2026.  
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Weed management – Currently focusing on St Johns Wort, Boxthorne, Pattersons curse. St 

Johns Wart has unseasonally been an issue at our offset properties so this is where attention has 

been focussed.   

 

Feral Pest Management. 2025 summary of feral animal control totals included 78 pigs, 14 dogs, 

174 foxes, 1 deer, 5 cats. There was a targeted program on the offsets which also saw 50 pigs, 

3 deer, BAC have also captured 60 pigs.  

 

 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE  

 

Environmental monitoring review for November and December 2025 and January 2026 (the 

Reporting Period). 

 

• Air Quality:  

• Criterion - 24 Hour PM10. During the Reporting Period BMC was compliant with the 24-

hour PM10 air quality criterion.  

•  And 4 are awaiting connection. Awaiting on Ausgrid for an outage. New Air quality 

monitoring network- 4 are recording data and 4 are awaiting connection. Awaiting on 

Ausgrid for an outage.  

•  Noise Management:  

• For the Reporting Period BMC was compliant with the noise criteria. Bengalla has 

operators who are trained in noise monitoring.  

• Blast Monitoring: 

• For the Reporting Period one blasts exceeded compliance limit of 10mm/s and 

more than 5 percent of blasts were recorded above 5mm/s at the Moore Monitor. 

No blasts exceeded compliance limits of 120dB(L). BMC have a blast agreement 

in place to the landowner with the Moore blast monitor.  

• Water Usage: 

• BMC has extracted 990ML from the Hunter River from 1 Nov 2025 to 31 January 

2026. Rainfall was below the long-term average for November 2025 and 

December 2025 while January 2026 (MTD) is sitting just above the long-term 

rainfall average. 

• Complaints: 

• In 2026 BMC have received 4 complainants with 8 complaints via the complaints 

process/hotline. 

• Environmental incidents: 0. 

 Independent Environment Audit completed and draft report finalised.   

 

11. PROJECTS AND OTHER ITEMS 

 

APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS 
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Modification 6 

• Recycled Water Pipeline is on hold. Waiting for Muswellbrook Shire Council decision.  

 

Modification 8 

• Response to submissions has closed and BMC are currently responding to submissions.  

 

Modification 9 

• Changes to the approved final landform.   

• Scoping letter for the modification was submitted to the Department on 20 February. Looking 

to have approval by December 2026.  

• [LB] Will the general public be able to see into the void? [HF] It will be similar to what you 

can see now, but it will be further west. There will be visual screening.  

 

Exploration Lease 9431 

• Drilling program completed in EL9431.  

• Coal quality data is being assessed. BMC have commenced mine plans to extend Bengalla.  

• ELA 6831 was granted on 3 February 2026. 

• Application for prospecting currently being developed for exploration.    

 

AL19 

100% ownership by New Hope Group.  

 

 

12. COMMUNITY REPORT 

 

Community slides presented including a summary of the community partnerships and 

community events held over the last quarter. 

 

A summary of the approved sponsorships December 2025– February 2026: 

• Westpac Rescue Helicopter - Muswellbrook Charity Golf Day/Scone Charity Golf 

Day/Sandy Hollow Charity Horse Ride 

• Park Tennis Club – Defibrillator  

• Muswellbrook RSL Subbranch Club – Bengalla Muswellbrook Open Golf Championships 

(3-year sponsorship) 

• Muswellbrook Eagles Football Club – Travelling teams sponsor (2-year partnership) 

• Muswellbrook Poultry Club – Annual Show 

• Muswellbrook High School P&C – 90th Anniversary Celebrations 

• Muswellbrook Public School – Heart to Heart Program (Girls wellbeing program) 

• Richard Gill School – Swimming Program 

• Muswellbrook Polocrosse – 2026 Carnival 

• Denman Devils Social Netball – Twilight Competition Sponsorship 

• Sandy Hollow Charity Fest – Major Event Sponsor 

• Scone Grammar School – School Fete 

• Upper Hunter Show – Purchase of cabinets and fencing 

• Merriwa’s Cricket Club – New cricket nets 

• Scone High School – Ballers Program 

• St Marys School Scone – Swimming Program 

• Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces 

• Girls Day Out Muswellbrook Event 

• National Cutting Horse Association –Event Sponsor 
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There have been many events that have occurred over the last quarter, these include: 

 

• Denman Public School Christmas Raffle 

• MBK High School NSW mining interactive VR school visit 

• Muswellbrook Public School Presentation 

• Mock Interview Days – St Joseph’s College Aberdeen 

• Warriers Christmas Morning Tea 

• Muswellbrook South School Presentation 

• Christmas in the Park Scone 

• Hunter Night Drive 

• Muswellbrook High School Presentation Day 

• St Joseph Denman Presentation Day 

• Martindale Public School Presentation Day 

• Scone Grammar School Presentation Day 

• Muswellbrook Community Rotary Dinner 

• Scone High School Presentation Day 

• Muswellbrook South Colour Run 

• Upper Hunter Christmas Spectacular 

• Power FM Christmas Food and Toy Appeal 

• Denman Public School Presentation Day 

• Muswellbrook, Aberdeen and Merriwa Santa Lolly Run 

• Muswellbrook Shire Council New Years Eve Celebrations 

• Interacts (St Joseph’s Catholic College) 

• Aberdeen Public School Healthy Harold Program 

 

Bengalla Community Open Day is scheduled for Saturday 12 September 2026. 

 

 

13. CCC NEWSLETTER IDEAS 

 

Ideas include- Bengalla Link Road relocation- design and construction (May 2026), Modification 8 

and 9 update, Emissions reduction programs, Western Diversion Levee, North East Sed Dam, 2026 

Scholarships, Bengalla Continuation, how we survey for ecology of the road, Open Day article, Hawk 

 

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 27 May 2026 at 3.00pm.  

 

Meeting closed at 4:53pm. 

 

Attachments: 

• Meeting Presentation slides. 

 

 

1 ACTION LIST 

Meeting No. 153 – Wednesday 25 February 2026 

ITEM NO. ITEM ACTION BY 

1 
Share results of drilling near LB property. Has water been found? 

How deep is the drilling?  
HF 

2 Follow up on noise results for 27/11/2025 HF 
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3 Share photos of Australian Hobby  HF 

4 
Present findings of Independent Environment Audit at May 2026 

CCC Meeting 
HF 

 


