
 

  

BENGALLA MINE 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting No. 151 

Location:    Bengalla Mining Company Boardroom  

Date:     Wednesday 27 August 2025 

Present:   

Name  Affiliation    

Jonathan Moore (JM) CCC Member 

Llewellyn Bates (LB) CCC Member 

Theresa Folpp (TF) Muswellbrook Shire Council 

Louise Dunn (LD)              Muswellbrook Shire Council Councillor 

De-anne Douglas (DD) CEO Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Land Council (WLALC)  

Cam Halfpenny (CH) Bengalla Mining Company Pty Ltd (BMC) (General Manager) 

Glenn Meyn (GM) BMC (Mine Manager) 

John Campbell (JC) BMC (Technical Services Manager) 

Fiona Hartin (FH)  BMC (Community Relations Specialist and PA to the General 

Manager) (minute/note taker)  

 

 

Meeting opened: 3.00pm.  

 

1. APOLOGIES: Malcolm Ogg, in the absence of Malcolm Ogg, Glenn Meyn chaired the 

meeting, David Hartley, Hayley Frazer 

 

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: Nil 

 

3. SAFETY SHARE 

 

[GM] shared Truck contacts dragline cable.  

 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

May Minutes Moved by: [DD] Seconded by: [JM] 

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LIST 

 

Action 1. 

Presentation of degassing at next Meeting. 

Presentation given. Complete. 

 

Action 2.  

Northeast sediment dam information pack for Theresa 

To complete.  

 

Action 3.  

Feedback from the committee on anything they would like included in the Independent 

Environmental Audit.  
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Complete.  

 

Action 4. 

Provide further information of the discharge offsite water incident from July 2025.  

Presentation given. Complete.  

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Pre-meeting Summary Papers, Agenda, Draft Minutes and Newsletter, given to the CCC members.  

 

22.08.2025 Email DH to FH – Apology for the August CCC Meeting and Louise Dunn will attend 

as the alternate representative 

 

7. REPORTS FROM CCC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Report from [LB]:  

 

• With the tree planting on Wybong Road how many are there? What are the varieties? 

Action to get this information for the November Meeting.  

• Further along Wybong Road the rehabilitation it is looking much better. [JC] The next 

section is to rehabilitate further west.  

 

           Report from [TF]: 

 

• Going over Keys Bridge the vegetation on the side of the river has been washed over 

in the floods. It may erode over time, and it might need some attention.  

 

           Report from [DD]:  

 

• WLALC- the shed is still going ahead. Using local trades where possible. One of the 

projects is to have a sustainable business to run. To increase the income so they can do 

more for the community. WLALC are going to start their own nursery and also seed 

collection. Working with NSW Transport and have just been given seed and wood 

collection for the bypass.  

•  Hopeful that in the next few years WLALC will be able to supply all of the plants for 

local mines.  

• Also hoping to commence the Rangers Program. Also having a Junior Rangers 

Program with students who are currently at school.  

• Blackroo have run a golf day for many years. Blackroo are now commencing events 

for families who have lost a loved one. Forever Loved was formed with other 

community members. In September, 4 events will be run for suicide week. Forever 

Loved Family Support Day will be also held in September and there will be support 

agencies attend on the day. Other communities have reached out to find out more and 

potentially hold these events in their local area. Men and their mate’s breakfast, 

Jared’s Walk and Legends and Loved Ones will be the other events held in 

September.  

 

8. BENGALLA OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 

22-week plan shown. Bengalla is a very fast paced operation. There is a lot of work that goes 

into the scheduling. BMC have multiple coal seams, and need to align this with shipments. BMC 

has lost a significant amount of hours due to the wet weather this last financial year.  
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9. LAND MANAGEMENT 

 

SSD- 5170 conceptual final landform for BMC current consent. Rehabilitation plan for 2025 

shown- includes 10ha from 2024 and an additional 26 hectares pasture and high-density woody 

vegetation.   

 

Weed management - Targeting Boxthorn ahead of mining and general management of weeds. 

Wet weather has impacted our ability to access the offset areas. BMC may need to use 

helicopters again to control weeds.  

 

Feral Pest Management. BMC own their own traps now which are used in the mine area as well 

as in the offset properties. 

 

 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE  

 

Environmental monitoring review for May, June and July 2025 (the Reporting Period). 

 

• Air Quality:  

• Criterion - 24 Hour PM10. During the Reporting Period BMC was compliant with the 24-

hour PM10 air quality criterion.  

• Under Modification 5 BMC had a requirement to update our air quality monitoring 

system which included 8 new TEOM’s. The new units will monitor PM10, and some will 

monitor PM 2.5 and will be used for compliance once they are fully commissioned.  

• New Air quality monitoring network- waiting on a level 2 electrician to complete the 

installation of the TEOM’s.    

•  Noise Management: 

• For the Reporting Period BMC was compliant with the noise criteria. BMC has purchased 

new noise monitors and additional training provided to Production Team.  

• Blast Monitoring: 

• For the Reporting Period two blasts exceeded compliance limit of 120dB(L) at the 

Moore Monitor (120.4dBL), but no exceedance of vibration limits. [LB] requests 

blast results from 7 July 2025.  

• Water Usage: 

• BMC has extracted 1,489ML from the Hunter River from 1 July 2024 to 30 April 

2025. Rainfall was above the long-term average for May 2025 (2nd wettest year in 

30 years) and August 2025 (MTD) (wettest year in 30 years), while being well 

below average in June 2025 and on average for July 2025. 

• BMC did not discharge to the Hunter River during the reporting period. BMC 

Environment Team completed a test run water discharge in May.  

• Complaints: 

• In 2025 BMC have received 4 complainants with 10 complaints via the complaints 

process/hotline.  
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• Environmental incidents: 0.  

 

11. PROJECTS AND OTHER ITEMS 

 

APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS 

 

Modification 6 

Sandy Hollow Water Pipeline is on hold. Consists of recycled water pipeline and potable water 

pipeline. Working through some technical feasibility constraints.  

 

Modification 7  

Seeking modification to facilitate construction of a Temporary Overburden Emplacement Area 

(TOEA). This has been approved as of July 2025.  

 

Modification 8 

• Changes to the construction footprint for the realignment of Bengalla Link Road.  

• Changes to the approved final landform.  

• Installation of gas drainage wells to reduce emissions.  

• ROM pad extension and associated water management infrastructure (including a new ROM 

dam).  

• Proposing to submit this by September 2025. Desired approval timeframe is June/July 206. 

BMC are progressing through final technical studies.  

 

Exploration Lease 9431 

Drilling program completed in the EL. The diversion levee needs to be moved further up the hill. 

Currently getting coal quality data. BMC have a structural model developed. [TF] drilling was 

undertaken in EL9431. How long until Bengalla will get approval for the EL6831. [JC] BMC go 

through a process to put in an exploration licence. Once the EL is approved, BMC go through an 

assessment of prospecting operations application.  

 

AL19 

100% ownership by New Hope Group.  

 

Independent Environment Audit that needs to be completed every 3 years. Question to the CCC- are 

there any areas BMC should be focussing on with our audit? No further suggestions given from the 

CCC Members.  

 

12. COMMUNITY REPORT 

 

Community slides presented including a summary of the community partnerships and 

community events held over the last quarter. 

 

A summary of the approved sponsorships June – August 2025: 

• Merriwa Campdraft 

• Upper Hunter Veterans Golf Association 

• Mangoola RFS- Uniforms 

• Aberdeen Public School- Healthy Harrold Program 

• Scone and District Historical Society – Archive storage 

• Aberdeen Junior Rugby League- Club sponsor 

• Blackroo Food and Toy Appeal 

• Scone Public School- Blooms Markets 
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• Merriwa Central School- School milestone birthday celebrations.  

• Gundy Bushman’s Carnival 

• Merriwa Central School- Milestone celebrations 

• Olympic Park Tennis Club- Forst Aid Kit and water bubbler 

• Muswellbrook Preschool- Birthday celebrations 

• Muswellbrook South Public School- Colour fun run 

• Scone and District Preschool- Black Tie Ball 

• Scone Neighbourhood Resource Centre- Christmas in the Park 

• Upper Hunter Show- Laptops 

• Denman Junior Rugby league Scoreboard  

• Bengalla King Of the Ranges Stockman Challenge  

• Hunter Valley Christmas Spectacular  

• Blackroo Forever loved – National Suicide Prevention week  

• Gundy Ball – Black Tie Ball 

• Muswellbrook Charity Rodeo  

• Denman Chamber of Commerce- Wine, Food and Film Festival  

• Aberdeen Old Boys Club – Infrastructure Building 

 

There have been many events that have occurred over the last quarter, these include: 

 

• Scone Mustangs Junior Gala Day 

• Hunter Learner Night Drive 

• Aberdeen Highland Games 

• Merriwa Festival of the Fleece 

• MCCI Business Awards 

• St Joseph’s Merriwa Junior Campdraft 

• MATS Musical First Dates 

• Bengalla Cup Day 

• Sandy Hollow Charity Motorfest 

• Muswellbrook Physical Culture Club event 

• Bengalla Upper Hunter Westpac Ball 

• Aberdeen Old Boys- Community Facility opening 

• Voice for Mining Family Day 

• Work Experience- local High Schools 

• Science and Engineering Challenge  

• Sandy Hollow Motorfest 

 

 

13. CCC NEWSLETTER IDEAS 

 

Ideas include- Bengalla Link Road relocation- design and construction (Feb 2026), 2026 

Apprenticeships, Girls Can Too Program, diversion levee.  

 

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 26 November 2025 at 3.00pm. Potential site visit to new 

diversion levee, and to inspect new trucks at the next CCC Meeting.  

 

Meeting closed at 4:50pm. 

 

Attachments: 

• Meeting Presentation slides. 
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1 ACTION LIST 

Meeting No. 151 – Wednesday 27 August 2025 

ITEM NO. ITEM ACTION BY 

1 
What are the variety of trees that were planted along Wybong 

Road? 
HF 

2 LB requested blast results for 7 July.  HF 

3 
GM to share information on how Bengalla is changing its blast 

patterns 
GM 

4 Northeast sediment dam information pack to Theresa HF 

 


