
 

  

BENGALLA MINE 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting No. 150 

Location:    Bengalla Mining Company Boardroom  

Date:     Wednesday 28 May 2025 

Present:   

Name  Affiliation    

Jonathan Moore (JM) CCC Member 

Llewellyn Bates (LB) CCC Member 

Theresa Folpp (TF) Muswellbrook Shire Council 

David Hartley (DH)             Muswellbrook Shire Council Councillor 

De-anne Douglas (DD) CEO Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Land Council (WLALC)  

Cam Halfpenny (CH) Bengalla Mining Company Pty Ltd (BMC) (General Manager) 

Glenn Meyn (GM) BMC (Mine Manager) 

Hayley Frazer (HF) BMC (Environment Superintendent) 

Fiona Hartin (FH)  BMC (Community Relations Specialist and PA to the General 

Manager) (minute/note taker)  

 

 

Meeting opened: 3.00pm. Visit to Bengalla dragline 1.00pm – 3.00pm JM, LB, DH and TF. 

 

1. APOLOGIES: Malcolm Ogg, in the absence of Malcolm Ogg Glenn Meyn chaired the meeting 

 

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: Nil 

 

3. SAFETY SHARE 

 

[GM] shared Haul Road Conformance checks 

 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

February Minutes Moved by: [DD] Seconded by: [LB] 

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LIST 

 

Action 1. 

Explain new TEOM air quality monitoring units including information from consultant on dust 

monitors. Complete. Presentation given 

 

Action 2.  

Pig trapping update. Complete – long standing meeting item 

 

Action 3.  

BMC arrange site visit to exploration drilling for DD and DH. Complete.  

 

Action 4. 

BMC arrange mine site/dragline tour for the group. Complete.  
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6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Pre-meeting Summary Papers, Agenda, and Newsletter, Terms of reference copies given to the CCC 

members.  

 

05.03.2025 Email FH to CCC Members – Keys Bridge closure for maintenance works 

07.03.2025 Email FH to DD and DH – Invitation to visit exploration drilling. Responses from DD 

and DH and visit arranged.  

19.03.2025 Email TF to FH – Information on solar carparks 

25.03.2025 Email FH to TF Acknowledgment of email and confirmation will email this to Growth 

Manager 

25.03.2025 Email FH to Bengalla – Forwarding information from TF regarding solar carparks and 

response 

16.05.2025 Email FH to CCC Members. Invitation to dragline tour- and responses.  

26.05.2025 Email MSC to FH – Enquiry regarding Councillors attending the meeting, meeting 

invitations and correspondence.  

26.05.2025 – FH phone call to Leah Ward- Explanation on who the meeting invitations are sent to 

and the email notification from Council regarding representatives 

28.05.2025 FH to MO – Forwarding email from MSC regarding council representation 

 

7. REPORTS FROM CCC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Report from [LB]:  

 

• Improvement with boundary fence to Wybong Road. Improved fencing looks great. 

There is some land there that is ripped. What is the plan? [HF] BMC are putting in tree 

screening using tube stock.  

 

           Report from [TF]: 

 

• B and D Constructions have been appointed to complete road upgrades for access road 

for central west Orana RES- Bengalla Road/Wybong Road West. They are currently 

doing upgrades in Newcastle and further out west.  

 

           Report from [DD]:  

 

• There is now a concrete slab at WLALC for the Keeping Place Shed and completed 

by a local business. Renaming of the common will occur shortly and there will be a 

public announcement. WLALC also own half of the Denman common.  

• Council are looking to form a Youth Council and get feedback from children in the 

community.  

 

8. BENGALLA OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 

22-week plan shown. Wet weather is currently impacting Bengalla. Our coal stockpiles are full. 

There are also impacts from the railway line. There are over 70 coal ships off the coast currently 

and impacts from the port. We have had significant downtime due to weather. [LB] Do you still 

need to pay demurrage? [GM] Yes.  

 

9. LAND MANAGEMENT 
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SSD- 5170 conceptual landform hasn’t changed. Rehabilitation update- target 26 hectares 

pasture and high-density woody vegetation.  BMC need to complete an upgraded water 

management system and upgraded dam. All of the detail of the rehabilitation forward work 

program will be available on our website. An eagles nest has been found in the rehabilitation 

area.  

 

There has been mulching undertaken adjacent to Bengalla Link Road install a new clean water 

diversion levee (Western Diversion Levee). The levee will be constructed to the west of the 

mine, diverting clean water catchment away from the operating mine. 

 

Weed management - Targeting Boxthorn ahead of mining. In the Offset Properties BMC are 

targeting St John’s Wort, Blue Heliotrope and Patterson’s Curse and opportunistic weed 

management is also occurring.   

 

Pig control completed in the rehabilitation area. Feral management completed: 5 pigs on the 

offsets, 12 on BMC mine area and 4 on agricultural land. BMC will have a targeted pig control 

program in the spring. [LB] Wild pigs seem out of control. [CH] Bengalla to review further 

measures it can implement for pig management. Bengalla have commenced 1080 baiting for 

dogs. A targeted feral management program will be developed for spring.  

 

 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE  

 

Environmental monitoring review for Feb, March and April 2025 (the Reporting Period). 

 

• Air Quality:  

• Criterion - 24 Hour PM10. During the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the 

24-hour PM10 air quality criterion. There were exceedances on two occasion for all-

source criterion, however specialist investigation indicated BMC compliant. 

• Under Modification 5 BMC had a requirement to update our air quality monitoring 

system which included 8 new TEOM’s. The new units will monitor PM10 and some will 

monitor PM 2.5 and will be used for compliance once they are fully commissioned.  

• New Air quality monitoring network- 8 new tapered element oscillating membrane 

(TEOM’s) to be installed- completed 4 out of 8 so far. Presentation given on how the dust 

monitors operate.  

•  Noise Management: 

• For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the noise criteria. 

• Blast Monitoring: 

• For the Reporting Period one blast exceeded compliance limit of 120dB(L) at the 

Moore Monitor (120.4dBL), but no exceedance of vibration limits.  

• Water Usage: 

• Bengalla has extracted 1,304ML from the Hunter River from 1 July 2024 to 30 

April 2025. Rainfall was below the long-term average for February to April 2025. 

• Bengalla Mine did not discharge to the Hunter River during the reporting period.  
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• Complaints: 

• In 2025 BMC have received 3 complainants with 6 complaints via the complaints 

process/hotline.  

• Environmental incidents: 0.  

 

11. PROJECTS AND OTHER ITEMS 

 

APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS 

 

Modification 6 

Consists of recycled water pipeline and potable water pipeline. This is currently on hold. Working 

through some technical feasibility constraints.  

 

Modification 7  

Seeking modification to facilitate construction of a Temporary Overburden Emplacement Area 

(TOEA). This has gone to all authorities for review and comment. BMC are collating some responses 

to submissions back to planning and also to Muswellbrook Shire Council.  

 

Modification 8 

• Realignment of Bengalla Link Road.  

• Changes to the final landform. A more appealing landscape in the west. 

• Installation of gas drainage wells to reduce emissions. [LB] How do you de-gas? A 

presentation will be given at the August 2025 Meeting.  

• ROM pad extension and associated water management infrastructure (including a new ROM 

dam).  

• Hoping for approval in March and construction of Bengalla Link Road in April.  

• Social Impact Assessment Survey. Has been made available at various community events and 

letter drops. Xenith are coordinating the survey. Would the CCC participate in the survey 

which will be independently coordinated? CCC Members gave permission to be contacted 

regarding the survey.   

 

Exploration Lease 9431 

Drilling program completed. There is good quality coal data.  

 

AL19 

100% ownership by New Hope Group. 

 

Licenced discharge event 21 May 

To check our processes, equipment and systems a trial discharge was completed. Our discharge point 

can discharge at 3000L/sec. The report from this discharge event from Water NSW was shared with 

the Committee.  

 

Miscellaneous 

North east sediment dam and drain water management works - there will be some trees that will need 

to be removed to establish a drain along Wybong Road and upgrade the capacity of the existing dam 

in the corner of Wybong and Overton roads. This will occur in the next few months. Dam will be a 

sediment dam that captures water as the rehabilitation in the north gets completed in the coming 

years. 
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Independent Environment Audit that needs to be completed every 3 years. Question to the CCC- are 

there any areas BMC should be focussing on with our audit? DD suggested aboriginal heritage. 

 

In July last year BMC had water discharge off site. Bengalla paid a fine. When BMC were 

decommissioning the dam approximately 2ML was inadvertently discharged from the BMC boundary 

making its way to the Hunter River. The incident was notified to NSW Environmental Protection 

Authority(EPA), NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI), and Federal 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) immediately. BMC 

have given an update and training to our workforce and our supervisors.    

  

12. COMMUNITY REPORT 

 

Community slides presented including a summary of the community partnerships and 

community events held over the last quarter. 

 

A summary of the approved sponsorships Feb – Apr 2025: 

• Muswellbrook Rotary Community Meal Program 

• Scone High School opening of “BALLER’s” Program  

• Muswellbrook Race Club Gold Sponsor Dinner 

• Muswellbrook PCYC International Women’s day event  

• Belltrees Public School Bengalla Mine tour 

• Bengalla Upper Hunter Show 

• School Beef Cattle Show  

• NCHA Autumn Spectacular National Finals  

• Hunter Night Drive course  

• NSW Women in Mining Awards  

• Muswellbrook Regional Art Prize  

• Muswellbrook Touch Football Club Presentation  

• AusIMM Networking Dinner- Newcastle University  

• Muswellbrook Careers Information Day  

• Hunter Valley Cutting Horse Event  

• Muswellbrook Public School Bengalla Mine Tour  

• Upper Hunter Stock Dog challenge  

• Easter Family Fun Day 

• Singleton Careers in Mining Dinner  

• NSW Mining International Women’s Day event 

• Muswellbrook Swimming Club Annual Carnival  

• Upper Hunter Veterans Golf Championships 

 

There have been many events that have occurred over the last quarter, these include: 

 

• Merriwa Springtime show- event sponsor 

• Denman Pony Club- Purchase trailer 

• Muswellbrook Eagles Football Club- Major sponsor 

• Muswellbrook Swimming Club- annual carnival 

• Richard Gill School Swimming Program 

• Hunter Valley Cutting Horse Club 

• PCYC international Women’s Day Event 

• Muswellbrook Poultry Club- event sponsor 

• Fire and Rescue Merriwa lolly Run  

• Sandy Hollow Charity Motorfest- event sponsor 
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• Muswellbrook Rugby Football Club- uniform sponsor 

• Hunter Stockman’s Challenge- event sponsor 

• Muswellbrook Amateur Theatrical Society  

• Muswellbrook Day View Club 

• Sandy Hollow Charity Horse Ride- sponsor hay  

• Merriwa Polocrosse Club- Award sponsorship 

• Aberdeen Highland Games- event sponsor 

 

 

13. CCC NEWSLETTER IDEAS 

 

Ideas include- update on future of Bengalla, Bengalla Link Road relocation- design and construction 

(Feb 2026), moving of wombats, 2026 Apprenticeships.  

 

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 27 August 2025 at 3.00pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 5:05pm. 

 

Attachments: 

• Meeting Presentation slides. 

 

 

1 ACTION LIST 

Meeting No. 150 – Wednesday 28 May 2025 

ITEM NO. ITEM ACTION BY 

1 Presentation of degassing at next Meeting.  HF 

2 North east sediment dam information pack for Theresa HF 

3 
Feedback from the committee on anything they would like 

included in the Independent Environmental Audit?  
HF 

4 
Provide further information of the discharge offsite water 

incident 
HF 

6 Bengalla to review feral pig control program and methods HF/CH 

 


