
 

  

BENGALLA MINE 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting No. 149 

Location:    Bengalla Mining Company Boardroom  

Date:     Wednesday 26 February 2025 

Present:   

Name  Affiliation   

Malcolm Ogg (MO) Chair 

Jonathan Moore (JM) CCC Member 

Llewellyn Bates (LB) CCC Member 

Theresa Folpp (TF) Muswellbrook Shire Council  

De-anne Douglas (DD) CEO Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Land Council (WLALC) 

Rod Scholes (RS) MSC (Councillor) 

Cam Halfpenny (CH) Bengalla Mining Company Pty Ltd (BMC) (General Manager) 

Glenn Meyn (GM) BMC (Mine Manager) 

Hayley Frazer (HF) BMC (Environment Superintendent) 

Fiona Hartin (FH)  BMC (Community Relations Specialist and PA to the General 

Manager) (minute/note taker)  

 

 

Meeting opened: 3.00pm  

 

1. APOLOGIES: Cr David Hartley, Cr Louise Dunn,   

 

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: Nil 

 

3. SAFETY SHARE 

 

GM shared Light Vehicle Dozer near miss video.  

 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

November Minutes Moved by: [DD] Seconded by: [DH] 

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LIST 

 

Action 1. 

Explanation of new TEOM units at next CCC meeting. Complete 

 

Action 2.  

Pig trapping data at next meeting. Complete – long standing meeting item 

 

Action 3.  

Arrange Mine Site/Exploration Drilling Tour with DD and DH. Complete 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
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Pre-meeting Summary Papers, Agenda, and Newsletter, copies given to the CCC members.  

 

5.12.2024 Email Fiona Hartin to CCC Members- Upcoming maintenance works on Keys Bridge 

 

9.01.2025 Email Cate Sims to Fiona Hartin. The Dialogue Newsletter.  

 

13.02.2025 Email Michelle Sandal-Hay to Malcolm Ogg and Fiona Hartin- Updated emails and 

contact details for CCC members 

 

19.02.202 Email Theresa Folpp to Fiona Hartin. Cr Hartley apology to February meeting and Cr 

Drayton will attend. 

 

21.02.2025 Email Fiona Hartin to Malcolm Ogg. Forward email from Theresa Folpp- Apologies 

to February Meeting.  

 

21.02.2025 Email Fiona Hartin to CCC Members- Forward The Dialogue Newsletter 

 

24.02.2024 Email Cr Dunn to Fiona Hartin- Enquiry regarding attendance at CCC Meetings 

 

24.02.2025 Email Fiona Hartin to CCC Members – Newsletter, draft minutes and agenda 

 

26.02.2025 Email Fiona Hartin to Malcolm Ogg – Forward enquiry email from Louise Dunn 

 

 

7. REPORTS FROM CCC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Report from [LB]:  

 

• What has the drilling shown? [CH] getting coal quality information back. We do need 

to do further drilling to the west.  

• Reshaping of the dirt near Wybong Road. When will BMC progress to the next lot? 

[HF] Next year. Working with the engineers to discuss how much can realistically be 

completed in one year. It will be approximately 30 hectares with an area reserved for 

storing clay and topsoil.  

• With the old monitoring system, are they going to be phased out? [HF] No. Not right 

away, there is a transition period between old and new units. 

 

           Report from [JM]: 

 

• With the drilling that is being done, what depth is the first coal seam? [CH] 100 

metres. The strip ratio will be slightly higher.  

• As a result of the fire and the damage to the hayshed what is the being planned? [CH] 

Speaking with Council to get final approval. Capital approval for hay shed and one 

shed for machinery.    

  

           Report from [DD]:  

 

• Through the Christmas appeal 462 families were assisted through the appeal from 

Singleton through to Murrurundi and out to Merriwa.  

 

 

8. BENGALLA OPERATIONAL UPDATE 
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22-week plan shown. [HF] Bengalla progressing west and new in pit ROM stockpile [GM] 

West diversion levee completed. On target for coal numbers and costs.  

 

9. LAND MANAGEMENT 

 

SSD- 5170 conceptual landform. Rehabilitation update- target 10 hectares. GPS for equipment 

and 2-way communication has been an issue so 5 hectares still be completed next year.  

Communication trailer to be installed to be able to complete this work. Planned to be High 

Density Woody Vegetation (HDWV). BMC engaging with MACH Energy regarding funding 

and building a 300ML dam scheduled to be completed by the end of 2025. BMC need to 

reinstall Dry Creek in approximately 2037.  

 

Weed management - Boxthorn to manage ahead of mine area west of Bengalla. In the Offset 

Properties we are St John’s Wort, Blue Heliotrope and Patterson’s Curse and opportunistic 

weed management will also occur.  

 

Pig trapping completed in the rehabilitation area. 9 pigs, 2 deer and one dog. 10 pigs trapped 

on the rehabilitation area.  

 

 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE  

 

Environmental monitoring review for Nov and Dec 2024 and Jan 2025 (the Reporting Period). 

 

• Air Quality:  

• Criterion - 24 Hour PM10. During the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the 

24-hour PM10 air quality criterion. There were exceedances on two occasions for all-

source criterion, however specialist investigation indicated BMC compliant. 

• Under Modification 5 BMC had a requirement to update our air quality monitoring 

system which included 8 new TEOM’s. 4 out of 8 have been installed. New units will 

monitor PM10 and PM 2.5.  

•  Noise Management: 

• For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the noise criteria. 

• Blast Monitoring: 

• For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the blast criteria. One blast 

exceeded compliance limit of 120dB(L), but no exceedance of vibration limits. 

This was reported to the Regulator. No further action was taken.    

• Water Usage: 

• Bengalla has extracted 1,059ML from the Hunter River from 1 July 2024 to 31 

January 2025. Rainfall was below the long-term average for November 2024 to 

January 2025. 

• Bengalla Mine did not discharge to the Hunter River during the reporting period.  

• Complaints: 



Bengalla Mining Company Community Consultative Committee  

Minutes of Meeting No.149 held on 26 February 2025                       Page 4 

 

• In 2024 we had a total of 37 complaints. In 2025 we have had 4 complainants via 

the complaints process/hotline.  

• Environmental incidents: 0.  

New Air Quality Monitoring System update- 8 new TEOM’s. Located near Bengalla Mine and 

surrounding areas. Currently getting data from 4 of the 8 units. [TF] Does the mine shut down if we 

have a blackout? [CH] We are completing investigation on this. We expect reliability of supply to be 

an issue and energy costs are increasing so we are looking to manage it. Spending money to expand 

our operation as our customers continue to have coal demands. 12 depositional dust gauges around 

site. TF Why has the monitors been changed? [HF] Due to the update in the last Management Plan in 

2023, TEOMS also do PM2.5.  

 

11. PROJECTS AND OTHER ITEMS 

 

APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS 

 

Modification 6 

Consists of recycled water pipeline and potable water pipeline. This is currently on hold.  

 

Modification 7  

Seeking modification to facilitate construction of a Temporary Overburden Emplacement Area 

(TOEA). This was submitted to planning approximately one week ago. Visual amenity, air quality 

and noise assessment completed and will be publicly available for comment in the coming weeks. 

[RS] Why is Bengalla needing to temporarily store overburden? [HF] We have some upcoming 

dumping constraints. Modification 7 is also planned to be a stage of Modification 8 which will lead to 

a more visually appealing landform. Hoping to have approval by June.     

 

Modification 8 

• Realignment of Bengalla Link Road. The original approved alignment needs some 

amendments due to changes in modern road design and topography challenges found in 

detailed design requiring larger battering. The new design means additional disturbance area 

which requires approval. Hoping to start construction in May 2026 and completed by January 

2027. [LB] Where it ends at the top, how will this work with Wybong Road going right? [HF] 

That existing intersection will stay for the Wybong road-Bengalla Link Road junction. There 

is a proposed intersection at Wyndham Arms ROW and that will be the connection to 

Roxburgh Road. There is also a second tie in option for Wybong road, however using 

Wyndham Arms ROW is preferred.  

• Changes to the final landform. A more appealing landscape in the west. 

• Installation of gas drainage wells to reduce emissions.  

• ROM pad extension and associated water management infrastructure (including a new ROM 

dam). Hoping for this to be submitted in April and approval by the end of the year.  

 

Exploration Lease 9431 

8 out of 12 core holes completed. 19 out of 25 chip holes also drilled.  

 

AL19 

100% ownership by New Hope Group are understanding all of the studies that have been undertaken 

by Idemitsu the asset and are also completing some additional studies.    

 

Old Bengalla Road Refurbishment 

The work is complete. Sediment control to be completed. 
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12. COMMUNITY REPORT 

 

Community slides presented including a summary of the community partnerships and 

community events held over the last quarter. 

 

A summary of the approved sponsorships through the Community Support Team includes: 

 

• Muswellbrook District Junior Rugby League Club-Major Sponsor 

• Muswellbrook CATS AFL Club- Golf Day 

• Pacific Brook Christian School Breakfast Club 

• Murrurundi Bushman’s Carnival- Campdraft and Rodeo 

• Upper Hunter Veterans Golf- Golf Day event 

• Aberdeen Fire Brigade- Santa Lolly Run 

• Muswellbrook Fire Brigade- Santa Lolly Run 

• Scone Grammar School Fete 

• Denman Public School P and C Christmas Fundraiser 

• Interacts Upper Hunter- Drink bottles 

• Denman Swimming Club- New lane rope reel 

• Muswellbrook Physical Culture Club- Club event 

• Rotary Club of Muswellbrook- Community Meals Program 

• Upper Hunter Show- School Beef Cattle event 

• Muswellbrook Polocrosse Club- Club event 

 

There have been many events that have occurred over the last quarter, these include: 

 

• Blue Heeler Film Festival 

• Denman Food, Film and Wine Affair 

• Scone and District Preschool Art Show 

• Gundy Ball 

• Scone Campdraft 

• Bengalla Muswellbrook Charity Rodeo 

• Sparke Helmore Triathlon 

• Mick Sheedy Memorial Golf Day 

• Bloom Markets Scone Public School 

• Merriwa Campdraft 

• Richard Gill School Swimming Program 

• Scone Christmas in the Park 

• Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Shire School Presentation Days 

• Muswellbrook South Public School Colour Run 

• Power FM Christmas Spectacular 

• Blackroo/Power FM Food and Toy Appeal 

• Muswellbrook Rotary Community Dinners 

• Peter Riddy Memorial Scholarship 

• 2025 Apprentices commenced onsite 

• Hunter Night Drive - Learner Drivers Program 

 

Update on Engineering Scholarship recipients 

 

13. CCC NEWSLETTER IDEAS 
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Ideas include- update on future of Bengalla, Bengalla Link Road relocation- design and construction, 

moving of wombats.  

 

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 28 May 2025 at 3.00pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 4:24pm. 

 

Attachments: 

• Meeting Presentation slides. 

 

 

1ACTION LIST 

Meeting No. 149 – Wednesday 26 February 2025 

ITEM NO. ITEM ACTION BY 

1 Arrange Mine Site Tour for CCC FH 

2 Technical explanations on how TEOM’s work HF 

3 Share information from consultant on dust monitors HF 

 


