
 

  

BENGALLA MINE 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting No. 148 

Location:    Bengalla Mining Company Boardroom and Via Microsoft Teams 

Date:     Wednesday 27 November 2024 

Present:   

Name  Affiliation   

Malcolm Ogg (MO) Chair 

Jonathan Moore (JM) CCC Member 

De-anne Douglas (DD) CEO Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Land Council (WLALC) 

David Hartley (DH) MSC (Councillor) 

Cam Halfpenny (CH) Bengalla Mining Company Pty Ltd (BMC) (General Manager) 

Glenn Meyn (GM) BMC (Mine Manager) 

Hayley Frazer (HF) BMC (Environment Superintendent) 

Fiona Hartin (FH)  BMC (Community Relations Specialist and PA to the General 

Manager) (minute/note taker)  

 

 

Meeting opened: 2.10pm  

 

1. APOLOGIES: Llewellyn Bates, Theresa Folpp, Louise Dunn 

 

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: Nil 

 

3. SAFETY SHARE 

 

GM shared Resources Regulator dragline bucket misfire incident, Bengalla Agricultural 

Company hayshed fire.  

 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

August Minutes Moved by: [DD] Seconded by: [HF] 

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LIST 

 

Action 1. 

Homestead any damage. No structural damage. Report back to CCC. Complete 

 

Action 2.  

Add Modification 7 and 8 to the agenda for the next meeting. Complete 

 

Action 3.  

Arrange a site visit. Complete. Site visit 27 November 2024 

 

Action 4.  

Pig trapping statistics at next meeting, To be Complete.  
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Action 5.  

Send dates to LB for the toy and food appeal. Complete 

 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Pre-meeting Summary Papers, Agenda, and Newsletter, copies given to the CCC members.  

 

15.11.2024 Email Fiona Hartin to CCC Members- invitation to Mine Tour prior to the November 

CCC Meeting 

 

27.11.2024 Email Derek Finnegan to Cam Halfpenny and Fiona Hartin. Council representatives 

for the Bengalla CCC.  

 

27.11.2024 Email Fiona Hartin to Derek Finnegan. Acknowledgment of Muswellbrook Shire 

Council nominations for Bengalla CCC. 

 

27.11.2024 Email Fiona Hartin to Malcolm Ogg. Forward of email from Derek Finnegan listing 

Muswellbrook Shire Council’s Bengalla CCC members.  

 

 

7. REPORTS FROM CCC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Report from [JM]:  

 

• House opposite JM driveway on Bengalla land and looking like it is deteriorating. 

Something needs to be done to smarten it up. [HF] This house will be demolished.  

 

           Report from [DD]: 

 

• WLALC unsuccessful in grant application for the Rangers Program. Working on Land 

Carers project instead and looking at sourcing funding to utilise that. Looking to 

tender for mine work- weed control and fencing.  

• Still waiting on Construction Certificate for new building.  

• In partnership with Coles on second bites program. On Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays pick up fruit, veges, meat and bread. This is for the whole community. This 

program is progressing well. Works in well with other groups in town and families 

they support.  

• Damage to the outside of the building at WLALC from earthquakes. Working through 

getting this fixed.  

• Blackroo update. MOPS program commenced 2 weeks ago with the prison. Pallet 

racking being installed to the sheds, receiving 5-7 referrals a week for people needing 

support. There is a high demand for assistance.  

• Food and Toy Appeal- More clients expected this year needing support at Christmas 

Expected to be one of the biggest yet. Thanked Bengalla for their support.  

 

           Report from [DH]: 

 

• Introduced himself to the Committee. Long term local, Muswellbrook rugby league- 

player and coach and on Committee. First term on Council. MO gave DH Declaration 

of Pecuniary interest and code of conduct forms for CC Committees to be completed 

and returned. MO to deliver same paperwork to Louise Dun- alternate Muswellbrook 

Shire Council member.  
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8. BENGALLA OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 

22-week plan shown. [GM] Bengalla progressing west and moving towards Bengalla Road. 

[CH] BMC has been through a production ramp up. Approval consent of 15Mt ROM and we 

are growing towards 13.4Mt ROM. We have added over the past few years 250 employees- 

increased from 685 to 930 employees. We do hire local – 89% of our workforce is local. It’s 

been a strong focus of Bengalla to hire local. Approval to 2039 but our Life of Mine plan runs 

out in approximately 2036. There is work we are currently doing to extend Bengalla further 

west. New Hope Group’s view is strong outlook for coal. New Hope Group committed to 

local area including investment in Malabar. The New Hope Group Annual General Meeting 

was held in Muswellbrook last week. Bengalla Mine Plan shown.  

 

9. LAND MANAGEMENT 

 

SSD- 5170 conceptual landform. Reinstatement of Dry Creek, high density woody vegetation 

(HDWV), pasture shown. Rehabilitation plan for 2024 shown on the map. Land preparation 

for 9.8 hectares of HDWV. Going for a more natural looking landform. [JM] this 

rehabilitation will be visible from Wybong Road? [HF] Yes. A Targeted Assessment Program 

was completed recently by the Resources Regulator. Focussing on revegetation- the growth of 

the rehabilitation and our process on how we collect seed, prepare the seed for installation, 

how it is growing and how that marries into our criteria to relinquish and close our rehab. The 

Resources regulator is currently preparing this report.   

 

St John’s Wort is currently prolific. We currently have a weeds contractor working on this.  

 

No pig trapping update for this meeting. Wild dog baiting statistics from August to November. 

Not getting many dog hits. It is mostly foxes. Final report for all numbers will be included in 

the annual review which is publicly available by March.  

 

 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE  

 

Environmental monitoring review for Aug, Sept, Oct 2024 (the Reporting Period). 

 

• Air Quality:  

• Criterion - 24 Hour PM10. During the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the 

24-hour PM10 air quality criterion. We have new air quality units (TEOMs) 4 out of 8 

have been installed. New units will monitor PM10 and PM 2.5.  

•  Noise Management: 

• For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the noise criteria. 

• Blast Monitoring: 

• For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the blast criteria.   

• Water Usage: 

• Bengalla has extracted 438ML from the Hunter River from 1 July 2024 to 31 

October 2024. Rainfall was above the long-term average for May to July. 
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• Bengalla Mine did not discharge to the Hunter River during the reporting period.  

• Complaints: 

• In 2024 we had 9 complainants via the complaints process/hotline and a total of 24 

complaints.  

• Environmental incidents: 0. Water incident. Self reported an incident relating to 

sediment laden water being discharged from the BMC premises on 24 July. A report has been 

completed and forwarded to regulators. BMC is awaiting any action that may come from this.  

 

 

 

11. PROJECTS AND OTHER ITEMS 

 

APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS 

 

[GM] Bengalla Mine Plan shown.  

 

Modification 6 

BMC working through technical feasibility constraints on the water agreement.  

 

Modification 7  

Seeking modification to facilitate construction of a Temporary Overburden Emplacement Area 

(TOEA) The TOEA will temporarily stockpile approximately 11M loose cubic metres of overburden 

material.    

 

Modification 8 

• Realignment of Bengalla Link Road. The original approved alignment needs some 

amendments The new design means additional disturbance area which requires approval.  

• Changes to the final landform. A more appealing landscape in the west. 

• Installation of gas drainage wells to reduce emissions.  

• ROM pad extension and associated water management infrastructure.  

 

Exploration Lease 9431 

20 holes drilled. 12 core holes completed - 9 core and 3 gas holes. Halfway through a 40 hole 

campaign.  

 

AL19 

Land ownership shown on the map. Most of the land is private freehold land. Some land now owned 

by New Hope Group. New Hope group are currently reviewing environment data from Idemitsu as 

well as core hole data. Looking at approvals for the assets and how this will work.  

 

Old Bengalla Road Refurbishment 

Bengalla is redoing the Road under section 138. Minor roadworks expected to be completed in 4 

weeks.  

 

Bengalla Link Road Works 

A few minor areas of repair to be done. Some works will need to be completed to Keys Bridge.  

 

 

12. COMMUNITY REPORT 
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Community slides presented including a summary of the community partnerships and 

community events held over the last quarter. 

 

A summary of the approved sponsorships through the Community Support Team includes: 

 

• Scone and District Pre-School- Art Show fundraiser  

• Muswellbrook Bridge Club- Annual congress 

• Denman Park Run- Equipment 

• Richard Gill School- Swim Program 

• Power FM Pool Parties 

• Parkville Tennis Club- water tank 

• Muswellbrook South Public School- Colour Fun Run 

• Denman Chamber of Commerce and Industry- Food, Wine and Film Affair 

• Muswellbrook Cats AFL Club- Golf Day 

• MDJRLFC- Major Sponsor 

• Scone Public School P and C- Bloom Markets 

• Martindale Public School P and C- Hot Water System 

• Scone Netball Club- Major sponsor/uniform 

• Blackroo- Golf Day and Food and Toy Appeal 

• Muswellbrook Cats AFL Golf Day 

• Pacific Brook Christian School- Breakfast Club 

• Murrurundi Bushman’s Carnival- Rodeo and Championships 

• Upper hunter Veterans Golf- Championships 

• Aberdeen Fire brigade- Santa Lolly Run 

• Muswellbrook Fire Brigade- Santa Lolly Run 

• Denman Public School- Christmas Fundraiser 

• Interacts- Drink Bottles 

• Scone Grammar School- Fete 

 

There have been many events that have occurred over the last quarter, these include: 

 

• Mullins Conceptual Photography Prize 

• Sandy Hollow Charity Motorfest 

• Muswellbrook Open Golf Championships 

• Voice for Mining Family Day 

• Group 21 Presentation evening 

• Lifeline Golf Day 

• TV and Movie Nostalgia Festival 

• Heart to Heart Art Program 

• Upper Hunter Westpac Ball 

• Muswellbrook Public School Learn to Swim Program 

• Merriwa Springtime Show 

• Dougal Archibald Cup 

• Murrurundi King of the Ranges 

• Upper Hunter teacher Librarian Group- Author Visit 

• Rotary Community Dinners 

• Apprentice Awards 

• Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue Annual Forum 

• Bengalla Community Open Day 

• Bengalla Community Apprentice Project 
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• Scholarship applications and successful candidates 

 

 

 

13. CCC NEWSLETTER IDEAS 

 

Ideas include- update on future of Bengalla, Bengalla Link Road relocation- design and construction, 

moving of wombats.  

 

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 26 February 2025 at 3.00pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 4:48pm. 

 

Attachments: 

• Meeting Presentation slides. 

 

 

ACTION LIST 

Meeting No. 148 – Wednesday 27 November 2024 

ITEM NO. ITEM ACTION BY 

1 Explanation of new TEOM units at next CCC meeting HF 

2 Pig trapping data at next meeting  HF 

3 Arrange Mine Site Tour with DD and DH HF 

 


