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BENGALLA MINE

B  COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting No. 147

Location: Bengalla Mining Company Boardroom and Via Microsoft Teams
Date: Wednesday 28 August 2024
Present:

Name Affiliation

Llewellyn Bates (LB) CCC Member
Jonathan Moore (JM) CCC Member
De-anne Douglas (DD) CEO Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Land Council (WLALC)

Sharon Pope (SP) Muswellbrook Shire Council (MSC) Officer

Jennifer Lecky (JL) MSC (Councillor)

Cam Halfpenny (CH) Bengalla Mining Company Pty Ltd (BMC) (General Manager)
Glenn Meyn (GM) BMC (Mine Manager)

Scott Simpson (SS) BMC (Technical Services Manager)

Fiona Hartin (FH) BMC (Community Relations Specialist and PA to the General

Manager) (minute/note taker)

Meeting opened: 2.10pm

1. APOLOGIES: Theresa Folpp, Hayley Frazer, Malcolm Ogg, Jeff Drayton. In the absence of
Malcolm Ogg, Glenn Meyn chaired the meeting.

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: Nil
3. SAFETY SHARE

GM shared information of earthquakes — comparison of blasting and the recent earthquakes.
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

May Minutes Moved by: [DD] Seconded by: [LB]
5. OTHER BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LIST

Action 1.
Distribute information/presentation from CS UHMD to the CCC. Complete

Action 2.
MSC- await decision from MSC on appointment of one representative to the CCC. Complete

Action 3.
CW liaising with SP regarding tyre recycling and $50,000 payment. Action ongoing.
Complete

Action 4.
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CCC members to review the terms of reference and provide feedback at next Meeting.

Action 5.
Code of conduct and declaration of interest forms to be completed by all CCC Members.

Action 6. Number of down times associated with trigger alarms. Add dragline for CCC
Presentation. Complete

Action 7.

Demonstration of noise inversion to be presented at next CCC Meeting. Complete.
Presentation given by Mark Bridges.

Action 8.

Find out the diameter of the pipe and report back to the CCC. No longer applicable.

Action 9.
Reach out to Dee to arrange a visit to the exploration drilling. Ongoing

Action 10.
List if the intent of work for AL19. Share this information with the Committee. Share at the
November CCC.

Action 11.
Add AL19 as an agenda item for CCC Meetings. Complete

Action 12
Show a map of private landholders within the area that will be impacted. Complete.

Action 13
Report on Engineering/Bengalla Scholarship Recipients 2023. Complete

Action 14
Provide an update on the Minister Houssos visit.

6. CORRESPONDENCE

Pre-meeting Summary Papers, Agenda, and draft Newsletter emailed, or copies given to the CCC
members.

16.08.2024 email Theresa Folpp to Fiona Hartin. Theresa an apology for the meeting and Sharon
attending in her absence.

21.08.2024 FH to CCC members requesting a change to the start time and forwarding information
from Cate Sims regarding the UHMD forum- email responses from Jonathan, Llewellyn, Sharon,
and Jennifer.

22.08.2024 FH to MO- Permission for Mark Bridges — Bridges Acoustics to address the
Committee on Action item 2.

7. REPORTS FROM CCC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Report from [LB]:
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e Any earthquake damage to the old Bengalla Homestead? CH none that we are aware
of but need to complete a full inspection.

e How long before Bengalla Link Road will be completed? [GM] Completed by Friday
is the plan.

Report from [DD]:

e Damage to LALC.

e BMC will be invited to sod turning at Lands Council when Minister for transport can
also attend.

e Meeting with Crown Lands tomorrow. Wanaruah LALC have the most outstanding
land claims in NSW. Land Council is the only organisation outside of Native Title that
can put a claim on land and can only claim crown land back when it is no longer being
used for the original purpose that Crown took it from us in the first place. If it is being
used by Crown and they have land holders on it while it is still being used for that we
are not taking it back. The priority is looking at the priorities with land claims.
Wanaruah has been given land back that is land locked. WLALC has received some
funding and started some land carers. Currently prioritising fences and weed control.
Not giving up on land claims but prioritising what they will do with the land when
they get it back. Currently own 14 homes for social housing. Waiting on a grant
outcome from NIAA. First priority is looking after our land. Changing the name of the
common. It will be decided at the AGM.

e The building out the back of WLALC is the keeping place- fully fitted out to run
programs for Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal people. Will run school programs.
Waiting on construction certificate from Council and the Minister to do the sod
turning.

8. BENGALLA OPERATIONAL UPDATE

[SS] 22-week plan shown. It is time to move our in-pit coal stockpile. [GM] Statistics for last
year- TMM (overburden) just over 68 million cubic metres. Washed just over 10 Mt of coal,
75 million litres of fuel, 89% of our employees are local. Royalties increased from 8.2% to
10.8% which is approximately $180 million dollars.

9. APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS

[SS] Bengalla Mine Plan shown. [CH] History has been a Master Cooperation Agreement
between BMC and Mt Pleasant. The reason was Mt Pleasant was 100% owned by Rio Tinto
and Bengalla 40% by Rio Tinto. A Master Cooperation Agreement was developed which
covered off on things like the railway line sitting in front of Bengalla on a Surface Lease.
Then there is the Dry Creek Interaction Agreement which covers off on Dry Creek. Part of
this agreement is that Bengalla covers the cost of Mine Water Discharge for Mt Pleasant.
They require capacity of 300 megalitres and the ability to discharge 200 megalitres a day
maximum. This work is being managed by Mt Pleasant but paid for by Bengalla under the
Master Cooperation Agreement. This work will commence in around March and take around
12 months to be completed. Bengalla wants to seek approval to advance further west beyond
our current consent. It is Bengalla’s responsibility to reinstate Dry Creek. We are examining
options for the location of the Mt Pleasant Mine Water Discharge dam so that it doesn’t sit
immediately west of Bengalla’s advance. We are in discussions with MACH Energy about
these options.
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Modification 6
Approval of water pipeline to site. Currently on hold at the moment awaiting further

directions from Muswellbrook Shire Council after Council Elections.

10.

Modification 7
Temporary area on our current overburden dump where we extend the height 20 metres above
our approved Dump envelope.

Modification 8

e Relocation of Bengalla Link Road. The original approved alignment needs some
amendments to maintain a 100km/hr zone. The new design means additional
disturbance area which requires approval.

e Seeking some changes to the final landform. It will be no higher than the current
approved landform but a different shape with a more natural looking landform.

e Application to make ROM stockpile area slightly larger which means moving a dam.

e Putting a solar farm on the overburden landform- on the northeastern side facing
towards Mt Pleasant. This will supplement Bengalla’s energy supplies.

e Safeguard mechanism- Federal Government is looking to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Bengalla is subject to this safeguard mechanism which means we have to
reduce our carbon emissions over time. Most of our emissions come from fugitive
methane. We are looking to extract methane- release and capture, burn it off reducing
impact on climate. [LB] Is the burning off of the methane done onsite? [SS] Yes. [LB]
How big is the solar farm proposed to be? An area shown on the map to indicate the
approximate size. It will not be facing town and there will be a visual assessment
completed.

Exploration L ease

Progressing well. As of 31 July, 5 holes have been drilled and now completed 2 more. The
first 12 holes are core holes. Coal is evident in the drill holes.

AL19

Land ownership map shown on the map. Most of the land is private freehold land. As part of
the acquisition of AL19 New Hope Group did acquire some parcels of freehold land as part of
that transaction. [SP] Is the Northern Part still in Muswellbrook Shire? [SS] No it is in Upper
Hunter Shire. [SP] Will it come back to how deep the coal seam as to what form of extraction
you look at? [SS] A lot of work still to be done on the way forward. [DD] Is any of the land
Crown Lands? Because we (WLALC) have a claim over anything that is crowns. Bengalla
should talk to WLALC before talking with Crown Lands as this discussion needs to occur
firstly. [DD] I would be keen to discuss with Bengalla your high local employment numbers.
We need to progress with young people and the local employment opportunities.

[SP] For AL 19 Would the first thought be to use existing facilities at Bengalla? [CH] Yes.
Minister Houssos meeting- outcome of meeting discussed.

LAND MANAGEMENT

[SS] Rehabilitation area for 2024 shown on the plan. 3.5 hectares pasture and 6 hectares of

HDWV. During July NSW Resources Regulator came to BMC and completed a Targeted
Assessment Program (TAP) on rehabilitation at Bengalla. This is the first one Bengalla has
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11.

12.

had. The TAP from a regulator perspective looks at how well the mines are performing their
rehabilitation. The visit went well. We haven’t received the formal report, but we will share
the results once we have them.

Moved another tiger orchid successfully under supervision of an ecologist and it is now
located in the rehabilitation area.

About to commence the next stage of weed control which is an ongoing concern for us.
Targeting a variety of weeds on the mine site and offset areas.

Wild dog baiting- results shown for the dog baiting program on the mine site and off set areas
during May/June. [LB] will you be pig trapping as this is also a problem? [SS] Yes.
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING RESULTS

Environmental monitoring review for May, June, July 2024 (the Reporting Period).

e Air Quality:

Criterion - 24 Hour PM10. During the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the
24-hour PM10 air quality criterion.

e Noise Management:

« For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the noise criteria.

Blast Monitoring:

« For the Reporting Period Bengalla was compliant with the blast criteria.

Water Usage:

» Bengalla has extracted 1887ML from the Hunter River from 1 July 2023 to 30
June 2024. Rainfall was above the long-term average for May to July.

« Bengalla Mine did not discharge to the Hunter River during the reporting period.

o Complaints:
 Since the last meeting, 11 complaints have been received in relation to blast
vibration
o Environmental incidents: 0. Water incident. We self-reported an incident

relating to sediment laden water being discharged from the BMC premises on 24 July.

COMMUNITY REPORT

Community slides presented including a summary of the community partnerships and
community events held over the last quarter.

A summary of the approved sponsorships through the Community Support Team includes:

e Wanaruah local Aboriginal land Council- NAIDOC Week Awards
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e Valley Team Penning- Event Sponsor

e Scone High School- Wi-Fi Router

e Scone Scouts- Youth attending Jamboree event.

e Scone Basketball Association- Purchase of fans

e St Joseph’s Merriwa P and C- Campdraft

e Scone Neighbourhood Resource Centre- Scone Christmas in the Park
Muswellbrook Public School- Heart to heart Program

Merriwa Spring Show- Sponsorship of event

St Joseph’s College Aberdeen- Vinnies Winter Sleepout

Lifeline Golf Day- Team entry

There have been many events that have occurred over the last quarter, these include:

Westpac Charity Golf Day

WLALC- NOADOC Week Awards

St Joseph’s College Aberdeen- Popstars the Musical
Bengalla Scone Charity Rodeo

Dubs by the Lake

NSW Minerals Council- Career in Mining Dinner
Aberdeen Highland Games

MCCI- Business Awards

Hunter Careers Advisors- Site visit

Muswellbrook high School Work Experience
Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces

Scone Grammar School fete

Hunter Westpac Ball

Bengalla Cup Day

Muswellbrook High School- Larger than life tour
Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue School Mines Tours
Science and Engineering Challenge

Muswellbrook Eagles centenary Ball

Muswellbrook Rotary Changeover dinner

13. CCC NEWSLETTER IDEAS

Ideas include- update on future of Bengalla, Bengalla Link Road relocation- design and construction,
moving of wombats.

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 27 November 2024 at 3.00pm.
Meeting closed at 3:50pm.

Attachments:
o Meeting Presentation slides.

ACTION LIST
Meeting No. 147 — Wednesday 28 August 2024
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ITEM NO. ITEM ACTION BY
1 Homestead any damage. Report back to CCC CH
2 Add Modification 7 and 8 to the agenda for the next meeting. FH
3 Arrange a site visit. FH
4 Pig trapping statistics at next meeting HF
5 Send dates to LB for the toy and food appeal. FH




