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Bengalla Mine - Development Consent MOD 2 

By approximately Year 8, Figure 6.2c illustrates the advance of rehabilitation tree planting to the 
Modification Relief Areas and established grassing to the previously lighter areas of low Type 3 on north-
west face. 

Final Conceptual Landform

Year 24, Figure 6.2d illustrates the final landform and established woodland to lower slopes and the two 
Relief Areas with negligible to low Type 3 visual effect. They appear visually well integrated with the overall 
rehabilitation pattern and density of the approved Main OEA.

The Relief Areas create subtle modulation to the overall OEA profile improving visual integration with the 
surrounding typography.

6.3	 Eastern View Sector 

The Eastern View Sector contains the most sensitive land uses and is dominated by the township of 
Muswellbrook. The rural lands adjoining Bengalla support a number of rural residences along Kayuga 
Road. 

This sector has the most critical view locations and is representative of the greatest population, therefore 
contains the most relevant photomontage points. These viewpoints and photomontages provide a 
reference point for assessing sensitive views in edge areas of adjacent sectors. 

The visual effect of the Modification will have varying visibility from the east, as some elements (Homestead 
Access) are screened by the approved OEA. All the visual effect will be generated by the Northern and 
Southern Relief Areas, which will be viewed in profile from north to south from sensitive viewpoints within 
Muswellbrook. 

Photomontage locations within the Eastern Sector include:

•	 View Place (PM2);

•	 New England Highway (PM7); and

•	 Ironbark Estate (PM3).

PM2 - Photomontage View Place

As seen from View Place, Figure 6.3a the existing view contains a moderate portion of the approved 
rehabilitated OEA eastern face with the broad flat approved profile. Active areas of pre-rehabilitated OEA 
face remain visible as higher contrasting patches on upper right (northern extent) and left (southern 
extent). Tree planting has commenced on eastern face.

By approximately Year 4, Figure 6.3b illustrates the profile modulation created by the Northern Relief 
Area across the presenting eastern aspect of the OEA and the minor increase in vertical profile. Approved 
OEA profile is superimposed over the modified profile for comparison. Rehabilitation of Modification is 
established with tree planting on lower face becoming more visible.

By approximately Year 8, Figure 6.3c shows the tree planting extending to the Modification Relief Areas. 
All visible face is now rehabilitated with grass and woodland planting. The minor increase in elevation in 
Relief Areas can be seen.

Final Conceptual Landform

By approximately Year 24, Figure 6.3d illustrates the final landform and established woodland on the lower 
slopes and the two Relief Areas. The Relief Areas appear visually moderately integrated with the overall 
rehabilitation pattern and density of approved Main OEA. The Relief Areas create subtle modulation to 
overall OEA profile improving visual integration with surrounding topography.
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Bengalla Mine - Development Consent MOD 2 

8.	 Mitigation
Mitigation measures in relation to reducing visual impact relevant to the Modification are consistent with 
those for the existing approved mine plan with no additional measures required. The approved measures 
will provide sufficient mitigation outcomes for the Modification’s low visual impacts.  BMC will continue 
to implement all rehabilitation activities in accordance with the approved Bengalla Rehabilitation 
Management Plan (as Modified) and Bengalla Mining Operations Plan (BMC, 2015) (as Modified) which 
will be updated pending approval of this Modification. Relevant to this Modification, the following on site 
rehabilitation and visual screening treatments will continue to be maintained: 

•	 The implementation of dense woody vegetation across the eastern face of the Main OEA exposed 
to Muswellbrook and Denman Road;

•	 Early, progressive establishment and rehabilitation of the outer faces of the Main OEA, particularly 
the southern slopes adjacent to the Muswellbrook-Ulan Rail Line;   

•	 Maintenance of existing tree planting areas; and

•	 Design drainage to vary with the topographic form of the Main OEA and avoid straight line drop 
downs where reasonable and feasible.

The progressive rehabilitation of the Main OEA is the most significant element in relation to visual effects 
and impacts on the surrounding landscape.  The progressive rehabilitation will decrease the visual 
contrast of the operation relevant to the existing landscape.  In addition to rehabilitation strategies that 
emulate patterns, shapes, line and colour of the existing landscape.  The approved Main OEA will continue 
to be rehabilitated to achieve the existing requirement of high density woody vegetation on the eastern 
face of the Main OEA exposed to Muswellbrook and Denman Road.  

Schedule 3, Condition 37 of SSD-5170 requires development of additional visual impact mitigation plans 
for listed receivers located within the western and southern view sectors that may have views of Bengalla.  
This assessment will identify receivers that are likely to have significant views of the development and 
recommend site specific mitigation measures that could be implemented to reduce visual impacts.  The 
visual assessment will also provide consideration of this Modification should it be approved.  
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